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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

April 9, 2018 

PRESENT: 

Joseph F. Sheehan, Chairman 

Alfred P. Porro Jr., Vice Chairman 

Ernie Paciorkowski, Clerk 

Debbie Holmwood 

Robert J. Bamber 

Also Present:  

              Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner 

Absent: Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

 

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Paciorkowski in the 

Willet Room of the Norwood Civic Center, located on 165 Nahatan Street. Mr. 

Paciorkowski also introduced Mr. Bamber, the recently elected member of the Planning 

Board. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the Minutes of March 26, 2018, seconded by Mr.  

Porro. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

 

Planning Board Reorganization 

 

MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood to nominate Mr. Sheehan for Chairman, Mr. Porro for 

Vice Chairman, and Mr. Paciorkowski as Clerk for the upcoming year, seconded by Mr. 

Porro. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 
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MINOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL- Sign for Cutting Loose Salon- 50 Central Street- 

Jennifer Murphy- Connolly 

 

Mr. Deschenes stated that the applicant is proposing to install a 2.42’hX 10’w primary wall 

sign that says “Cutting Loose Salon.” The sign will consist of white dimensional lettering that 

is mounted directly to the wall.  The sign will not be illuminated.  A secondary sign is 

proposed for the side of the building.  The secondary sign is approximately 2’h X7.5’w and 

will consist of black lettering with a white aluminum frame background.  This sign will also 

not be illuminated. 

 

The proposed primary sign is 24 S.F. and the proposed secondary sign is 15 S.F. which makes 

both in compliance with sections 6.2.16.2 and 6.2.16.4 of the Zoning Bylaws.  Mr. Deschenes 

recommended approval for the two signs.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the sign at 50 Central Street, seconded by Mr. 

Paciorkowski. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed  

 

CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING- Zoning Map Amendment- Property located 

within Map 9, Sheet 7C, Lot 121; Map 9 Sheet 7C, Lot 114; Map 9, Sheet 7C, Lot 

115 and a portion of Map, Sheet 7C, Lot 101- Michael Saad, petitioner 

 

Mr. Sheehan stated that this continued Public Hearing was due to the Norwood Civic 

Center needing to be closed at 10P.M. on March 26, 2018 and to allow for more citizen 

input on the topic. 

 

Neighbors were in favor of rezoning the property from Manufacturing to General Residence 

in an effort to protect the rivers and the wildlife in the area. The residents of Norwood 

expressed concerns over the possibility of businesses being able to buy the land and develop it 

for the purpose of auto storage.  The residents of Norwood expressed concerns over flooding.  

The residents of Norwood recommended that the property could be developed for walking 

paths and to preserve green space in Norwood.  

 

Mr. Hern, who represents the Boch organization, stated that there is a purchase and sale 

contract between his client and Mr. Comenitz.  By rezoning the property from Manufacturing 

to General Residence, it could possibly decrease the value of the property.  Mr. Hern stated 

that his client wants to purchase and use the land.  Mr. Hern’s client also intends on working 

with the Conservation Commission in order to develop the land safely.  Mr. Hern 

recommended that the Planning Board let Town Meeting be the deciding factor for this 

Article.  

 

Ms. Holmwood stated that she understands the residents’ concerns.  Her concern is that the 

land is private property and wanted to know how it could be justified to rezone someone else’s 

property. 
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Mr. Paciorkowski stated that currently there is no plan in front of the Planning Board 

regarding the development of the property.  Mr. Paciorkowski stated that any development on 

the property would have to come before the Planning Board by means of Special Permit.  The 

Planning Board would then have to vote upon the Special Permit. 

Mr. Hern stated that there is no plan before the Planning Board about the development of the 

property.  Mr. Hern stated that he is here to argue against rezoning the property from 

Manufacturing to General Residential. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked Mr. Saad how this is getting on the warrant.  Mr. Hern stated that the 

Board of Selectman voted to put it on the warrant for Town Meeting.   

 

Mr. Paciorkowski read Decision Criteria to approve or deny Special Permits.  

 

The members of the Planning Board were not ready to vote and as a result decided to vote at 

the next meeting. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to close to the Public Hearing, seconded by Mr. 

Paciorkowski. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

Planning Board Business 

 

May 2018 Special and Annual Town Meeting 

 

Mr. Porro stated that there was a typo on the proposed Auto Storage Bylaw.  The Bylaw 

was to be corrected to amend this mistake before Town Meeting. 

 

Best Practices Economic Development Grant 

 

In addition to the $150,000 Best Practice Grant for a regional economic development 

study, The Planning Department also received an additional $25,000 economic 

development Best Practices Grant for Norwood specific uses. The focus of the project 

would be to hire a zoning consultant to help write an amendment to the Zoning Bylaw to 

allow for mixed-use development in the downtown. In addition to finding a proper 

solution to the zoning, a consultant would also be assisting in developing conceptual 

designs for what future buildings would look like.    

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to adjourn the Planning Board Meeting, seconded 

by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:25 PM.  
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Next Meeting: April 23, 2018 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access.  A copy of the tape is available 

upon request.  


